
YEAR FIVE CLASS CURRICULUM NEWSLETTER 

The information below includes all the details of our curriculum and calendar.  In Year 5, children work every day on numeracy and  
literacy activities and they also read daily. To help support their progress and achievement it is expected that children also read at 
home at least three times a week.  For this half term our P.E. days are Monday and Tuesday. Please ensure children come to school in 
their PE kit. For those children who wear earrings, please can they be removed for these days or covered with surgical tape.  

English We will be reading ‘Varmints’ by Helen Ward and Marc Craste. A beautifully 
illustrated thought provoking tale, balanced with effective language that ex-
plores powerful societal themes. The story centred on an intriguing protagonist 
provides the opportunity for children to reflect on the world we live in and the 
very real  philosophical challenges we face as a species.   Children will: Explore, 
interpret and respond to illustrations; empathise with characters and explore 
their dilemmas; enjoy a story and discuss its meanings; build an imaginative 
picture of a fantast world, based on real-life experiences; explore ideas 
through role play and writing in role; write their own stories inspired by the 
book. 
We will also be exploring poetry through ‘Carnival of the Animals’. Listen and 
respond to music that imitates the sounds of animals and learn about the in-
struments the composer chose to represent their songs. Explore the charac-
teristics of Carnival of the Animals through role play and poetry.  

Mathematics 
 

This terms we will be focusing on: 
Fractions: add and subtract fractions; add fractions 
with a total greater than 1; add two mixed numbers; 
subtract fractions; subtract from a mixed number—
breaking the whole; subtract two mixed numbers; 
solve fraction problems; solve multi-step fraction 
problems. 
 
Multiplication and Division 2: multiply a number up to 
four digits by a 1– or 2– digit number; divide a number 
up to four digits by a 1-digit number; interpret re-
mainders; solve problems involving multiplication, divi-
sion and remainders.  
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As part of the Archdiocese of Birmingham we follow the curriculum 
‘Learning and Growing as the People of God’. This half term we will 
cover: 
 
Sacrament of the sick  
Parables and sayings of Jesus  
 
Two children will be chosen each week to be ‘Liturgy Leaders’. They 
will be responsible for leading daily worship. 
For ‘Relationships and Health Education we will be following the Ten 
Ten scheme following the unit, Under Pressure and Safer Internet 
Day.  

Science As part of our science topic of ‘Forces’ we will : Iden-
tify forces as pushes and pulls; explain gravity as a 
force that pulls objects down; identify Isaac New-
ton’s discoveries; explain the effects of friction, in-
cluding air and water resistance, on moving objects; 
identify different mechanisms; recognise that there 
are different variables in an investigation; predict 
what will happen in an investigation. 
 



Theme 
As part of our Geography work we will be learning about Consumerism and the 
environment through the topics of  ‘Fast Fashion’ and ‘Water in our World’.  
Fast Fashion: Investigating how we use clothing and water in our daily lives. 
Develop questions to reach reasoned judgements about attitudes to fashion 
and water, using historical evidence to see how this has changed over time, 
hypothesising reasons for this. Evaluating the impact of these industries on 
people and the environment. Developing ideas to support a more sustainable 
lifestyle and how they can share their ideas and influence others. 
Water in our World: To learn about bottled drinking water, problems associ-
ated with it, and sustainable alternatives. To consider reasons why many peo-
ple in developing countries have limited access to water, and to identify some 
consequences of limited water access. To consider ways in which we can help 
ensure that, in future, everyone in the world has access to clean, safe water.  

Design & 
Technology / 

Art  

As part of our consumerism topic, we will be upcycling old 
fabrics to make our own mobile phone cases. We will think 
about our own design criteria; design products with the 
user in mind thinking about aesthetics and functionality; 
annotated designs will be used to communicate ideas as 
well as step by step plans; make a paper template and 
learn how to sew a running stitch, backstitch and blanket 
stitch; write a detailed evaluation of their final product.   

Music We will continue to follow live lessons delivered by Rock-
steady Music School. This is a Band-based peripatetic 
music service delivered by professionals. Children have 
the opportunity to learn about the Blues, the structure of 
the 12 bar, the pentatonic scale and the power of improv-
isation.  

Home learning 

Home learning is sent out every Friday and to be returned the following Wednesday. Each week, it is expected that your child will practise their times 
tables daily, as well as learning their spellings which are tested on Thursday.  In Upper Key Stage Two, we expect every child to read for at least 3 
blocks of 30 minutes a week (ideally more!).  A variety of home learning activities will be set at the beginning of each half term..  Once your child has 
completed their chosen task, please date and sign the homework grid. Please remember to also sign your child’s reading record each week.   

  

Masses 
12th January Y6,  Y3 and Reception 
19th January  Y5 and Y2 
2nd February  Y3, Y6 and Reception 
9h February Y2 and Y5 
16th February Y1 and Y4 
 
Other Dates 
20th January Fire Station  Y1 and Y5 
20th January M&M Theatre production Cinderella 
24th January Peer Mediation with Year 5  
31st January Confirmation meeting 6:30pm 
14th February Safer Internet day 
17th February Break up for Half-Term 
 

If you have any questions that you would like to ask please email your class teacher. Please 
make sure that you have read the communication policy to ensure that the correct infor-
mation is sent to the correct people. 
skuse.h@welearn365.com 

Don’t forget to check the website for  our ‘Recommended Reading Lists’ and our ‘Further 
reading lists’.  

Also please remember to follow our Twitter page @EMCPrimary and look out for the 
hashtag #EMCYear5 for anything specific to our class. 

Computing We will be learning about Databases and Online Safety. Children will: 
Create their own database on a chosen topic; add records to their 
database; know what a database field is and correctly add field in-
formation; understand how to word questions so that they can be 
effectively answered using a search of their database.  

Modern 
Foreign 

Languages 

Our topic this term is ‘La Nourriture’.  We will be learning 
how to say different foodstuffs, expressing our personal 
preferences and describing the nutritional value of dif-
ferent options.   

PE 
On Monday afternoon, we will have a football sessions with FDS. On Tuesday, 
we will be learning about orienteering. This unit covers a range of fundamental 
skills needed for orienteering, such as agility and endurance, navigation skills 
and map reading. During the unit, children will also be required to work as part 
of a team, to solve a range of problems that focus on collaboration and effec-
tive communication.  

mailto:Bromage.g3@welearn365.com

