
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Academy News 

In June 2021, the Archbishop, the Most Reverend Bernard Longley wrote 

requesting every Catholic Voluntary Aided school under the Trust Deed of 

the Archdiocese of Birmingham joined a multi academy company of 

Catholic Schools by September 2022 or were to be in the process of 

doing so.   In a recent meeting the Governing Body of English Martyrs 

Catholic Primary School voted in favour of initiating the consultation with 

our key stakeholders and submitting an application for an academy 

order to convert the school to and academy and join the Our Lady of 

the Magnificat Catholic Multi-Academy Company.  An Academy order 

would confirm whether the Department for Education (DfE) was in principle supportive.  

  

The governing body are considering joining the Magnificat Catholic Multi-Academy Company.  

We are now in the consultation period which is open from Monday, 31st January 2022 – Friday 

25th February.  Consultation will last for four weeks concluding on the 25th February 2022, so that 

everyone has time to consider the issues properly and, if they wish, to express their views using any 

of the following methods: 

• Responding using the online form available from the school’s website 

• Emailing the school office, please mark the subject as ‘Academy consultation’ 

• Writing a letter to the school marked Academy consultation. 

Please go to our school website for further information on our Academy Consultation. 

A meeting will be held for parents and carers on Wednesday 9th February 2022 at 6:30pm.  We 

ask that questions are submitted prior to the meeting by 5pm on Monday 7th February 2022 via 

the website which you can access on Monday 31st January 2022. 

  

Resuming of normal school time 

I have now decided to operate school as normal.  This means that the school gates will be open 

from 8.45am.  Please enter the school by the main gate.  One teacher will be on duty from 

8.45am in the playground.  Parents and/or carers can enter the playground and will be 

responsible for their child/ren at this time.  Please encourage your children not to use the school 

equipment.  The bell will ring for beginning of school at 8.55am.   

Playtimes will go back to normal along with lunch times.  Staff will continue to wear facemasks 

when they are in enclosed spaces and in the corridors to protect themselves from other adults.   

School will finish at 3.30pm, children leave in an orderly fashion, one class at a time.  Parents are 

allowed on the playground to collect their children. 
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We are hoping that the numbers will not increase drastically when these measures are put in 

place.  The cases in school will be monitored.  If cases do rise, we will have to reconsider our 

measures going forward.   

Thank you for your continued patience and understanding. 

 

Attendance and Punctuality 

Attendance and Punctuality has been mandatory since the start of this academic year and we 

will be revising our focus on attendance and punctuality from this term.  The school is always 

available to discuss any attendance concerns with parents. 

 

Theatre Trip to Belgrade 

This is just a reminder that the re-arranged Theatre Production from 

Monday 13th December 2021, will be taking place on Friday 18th February 

(am).  The children from Year 2 - 6 will be going to watch "Billionaire Boy" at 

the Belgrade Theatre in Coventry.  If you haven’t already paid for this trip, 

please do so through the Pay360 app.  A packed lunch is required, unless 

your child is in receipt of Free School Meals or is in Year 2 and you have 

previously notified us that you require a deli bag for this day. 

 

 

 

A reminder for the forthcoming PTFA events: 

Film night  

4th February - Rescheduled Film Night for Year 5 and 6.  The children in Year 5 and 6 

have been asked to choose the film.  They have chosen ET. 

4th March – Year 3 and 4 Film Night 

Non-Uniform Days 

11th February – Non-Uniform Day £1 donation  

9th March – Pyjama Day £1 donation  

 

 



 

 

 

A reminder about Covid-19 updates 

The government has changed their guidelines in preparation for 17th January 2022.  We are 

briefed by Public Health English (PHE).  They act on behalf of the government to take the national 

guidance and adjust it in reaction to local outbreaks.  These could be county focused, area 

focused (i.e. Rugby) or individualised for schools.  As such, please be aware that some of this 

guidance may vary slightly from that which is presented nationally.  This is the latest guidance for 

parents for our school setting which may differ from National:  

If a pupil is a close contact of a positive case 

within school  

 

OR 

 

If a pupil has a positive case within their 

household 

Pupils are advised to take LFD tests every day, 

for 7 days, but can continue to attend school if 

they do not have one of the three main 

symptoms. 

Pupils should take the LFD test before school 

each day, preferably before eating/drinking or 

at least half an hour after eating/drinking.  If 

they test positive, they must follow the isolation 

rules*. 

If a pupil feels unwell with symptoms that are 

not COVID-19 symptoms (i.e. cold like 

symptoms) 

Pupils are strongly advised to take an LFD and 

can still attend school if negative.  If positive, 

they must follow the isolation rules *. 

If a pupil has one of the COVID-19 symptoms 

(high temperature, loss of taste/smell or new or 

continuous cough) 

They MUST have a PCR test, however if they 

have already taken an LFD and this is positive, 

they do not need to take a PCR, you can 

accept the LFD test result. 

If the PCR or LFD is positive, they must follow 

the isolation rules*. 

If the LFD is negative, they must isolate and 

have a PCR to confirm because they have 

symptoms.  If the PCR is negative, they can 

return to school. 

 *  isolation has now changed to 5 full days (with effect from 17th January those isolating with have 

the option to reduce their isolation to 5 full days) with a return on the 6th day.  Test on day 5 and 

day 6 (24 hours apart). Two consecutive negative tests means a return to school after the test on 

day 6.  The first test must be taken no earlier than day 5 of the self-isolation period, and the 

second must be taken the following day. All test results should be reported to NHS Test and Trace. 

Any positive test result will mean a restart to the daily LFD, until two consecutive days of negative 

tests are achieve, or until a 10 day isolation period has taken place whichever is earliest.  Anyone 

who is unable to take LFD tests or anyone who continues to have a temperature will need to 

complete the full 10 day period of self-isolation. 

Further information on self-isolation for those with COVID-19 is available. 

 

 

Parking on the school drive 

These past weeks, there have been great concerns over parking on the school drive and 

dangerous incidents.  Parents are concerned and have asked what I am doing about this.   

https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result?utm_source=14%20January%202022%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/self-isolation-for-those-with-covid-19-can-end-after-five-full-days-following-two-negative-lfd-tests?utm_source=14%20January%202022%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19


 

 

 

To date, this is the action taken: 

• Miss Petras patrols the school drive when possible 

• Notification has been given to the Neighbourhood Beat Manager regarding inconsiderate 

stopping and parking 

• Shared the Ex-Service Men’s Club parking permit registration forms via email.  These are 

also available from Mrs Copson in the school office 

• Miss Petras has distributed the Ex-Service Men’s Club forms to people who are parking 

inconsiderately on the drive 

• Miss Petras has told parents politely that there is no parking on the drive when she has 

caught them on it without a valid reason. 

• We have sent emails when notified of incidents and have shared registration plates 

If you have any concerns, please contact the school office and these will be passed to the 

Headteacher.  Please avoid taking matters into your own hands.   

Caretaker Vacancy at English Martyrs Catholic Primary School 

An advertisement is now out for our Caretaker vacancy on WMJobs.  Band D salary, 25 hours a week, split 

shifts 7am to 9am and then 3pm to 6pm.  We look forward to receiving applications. You can also contact 

the school office for an application form if you or anyone you know are interested. 

 

Book Swap is Back and Library! 

Mrs Rouledge sent an email out this week about our 

new timetable for library time and the process for 

loaning books and returning them.   

We have also reintroduced our Book Swap which can 

be found in the foyer.   The books are free to take and 

can be returned whenever they want.  It is set up on a trust basis and there is no monitoring of 

books that children take home or bring back.   

 

Family Information Service 

Mrs Copson sends out a newsletter from the Family Information Service.  It is 

packed full of helpful information for families.  This week Newsletter. Please 

take time to read the latest newsletter.   

 

Online Safety Information 

In this newsletter I have included “What Parents and carers need to know about Youtube Kids”.  

Please take time to read the information as we are very aware that children can be vulnerable 

when online with social media. 

https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/children-families


 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Diary Dates 

January 

27th    Year 6 Confirmation Mass 

 

February 

4th    Film night Year 5 and 6 rescheduled PTFA event 

9th    Parent academy consultation at 6.30pm 

10th   Mass Y6/Y3/Reception 

11th     Non-Uniform Day - £1 donations 

13th   Enrolment Mass Year 3 First Holy Communion candidates 

17th  Mass Y4/1 

18th   Theatre visit Year 2 to 6 Belgrade Theatre “Billionaire Boy” 

 

Half-Term February 21st to 25th February 

 

March 

3rd   No Mass – Father Gerry unavailable 

4th   Film Night Year 3 and 4 

9th  Non-Uniform PYJAMA DAY 

9th   Year 3 Reconciliation Service at 6.30pm English Martyrs Church 

10th   Mass Y6/Y3 and Reception 

11th   Cake Sale and “Be Loved” Uniform Sale (50p per cake, no change) 

17th  Mass Y5/Y2 mass 

22nd & 24th   3.40pm to 7pm Parent Consultations (virtual event) 

24th   Mass Y4/Y1 

31st  No Mass – Father Gerry unavailable 

 

April 

 

7th   Whole School Mass Led by Year 5 (alternatively Y5/Y2 mass) 

8th   Easter Presentation led by Year 4 and supported by Year 3  

followed by End of Term Presentations 

 

Easter Break 11th April to 22nd April 

Children return to school on 25th April 

 

June    

11th  Year 3 First Holy Communion Service 11am at English Martyrs Church 

29th to 1st  Beaumanor Hall Residential for Year 5 

 

 



 

 

 

 

School Improvement Suggestion 

As a school we are always striving to improve, a good school listens to suggestions and opinions which can 

often lead to school improvement and positive change.  If you have any suggestions you wish to share with 

the school, please fill the slip in below and hand it in to the school office or in the white letterbox in reception.  

Parents can also visit www.parentview.ofsted.gov.uk to complete the parent view questionnaire. 

 

 

 

 

 

Signed: _________________________ Name: ______________________________________   Date:__________________ 

 

http://www.parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/

